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Remark on “Torsional Coordinate
in the Book of Wilson, Decius
and Cross”

J. C. DECIUS, R. OTTINGER and
S. J. CYVIN*

Department of Chemistry, Oregon State
University, Corvallis, Oregon, USA

The note by Cyvin and Brunvoll ! with
the above title needs a correction. The
given equations »»? for the s vectors are
fortunately correct, and so are the rules
for the direction of movement for the
atoms during a torsional displacement.
The discussion for the special planar case
of T = m is however wrong.

By virtue of the relation (in usual
notation *-3)
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SHORT COMMUNICATIONS

it is seen that the expression for s;, of
Refs. 1, 2 reduces to that of Wilson,
Decius and Cross,® with a minor correction
of a rather typographic nature;
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Eqgn. (1) explains the way in which the
dihedral angle 7 enters mplicity into
eqn. (2).

One of the writers (S.J.C.) regrets to
have added to the confusion by publishing
the previous note.!
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